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Another angler came past me from the lower water which
he rented privately, and said I might go down and try my
luck on it. As I was moving off, my gillie who had been
the companion of anglers there for fifty years, said to me :
"Rachaimid mar Oisin ff&is na bFiannaidh" I understood
the words, but not the meaning ; went down, with no
result, and then said, " We'll go back and try again the fish
we saw." " He'll be gone out of it long ago," said Micky
Moriarty, " with the flood that was in it. Didn't I say
we'd be like Ossian coming back and finding all his friends
gone." It had never occurred to him that a man who
knew even a little Gaelic should not understand so simple
a way of putting advice.
Much about the same time (some thirty years ago) I
found a man in Donegal who had his head full of old songs,
and asked him for one about Cuchulain. That was trouble-
some to him, he said ; if I wanted a song about Ossian
and the Fianna, I could have as many as I liked; but he
had not much of the older stories. Yet he had the story
of the fight between Cuchulain and his son, which I wrote
down as best I could from his dictation. It was in an Irish
several centuries old ; and as I asked him to explain what
he repeated, he often could give no clear account, and
at last told me plump that it was in " ould cramp Irish
very strong, and he could not be telling me the meaning
of every little word that was in it." But when I had gone
over my dictation with an Irish-speaking schoolmaster and
tried to straighten it out, I brought back the result and the
shanachy was furious about the changes. " Some one,"
he said, " has been trying to make it easy : that's not the
way you'll write it. You'll write it down the way I have
it." Later, I found a version of the same in print, and was
able to track out some of the " old cramp words." But
Miss Brooke's version kcked one or two of the best
quatrains which had been handed down to this technically
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